By seeing both the father and the mother of the child, it may be noted which has given the locomotive, and which the nutritive, system. If the father has given the locomotive system, then it may be judged with certainty that the mother has given the nutritive or vital system. If she has given the nutritive system, then she has, with great probability, given the maxillae. The size, then, of the maxillae of the now child, at adult life, may be determined by those possessed by the mother; modified, it may be, to a slight extent, by larger or smaller locomotive system of the father The same principles apply when the father has given the nutritive system and the mother the locomotive system.
As before remarked, man on this continent is in a transitive state. It will be a long time before the race here will become homogeneous. It is during this transition period that I think the practice which 1 recommend will be advantageous.
It is probable that no one can tell what the future anatomical condition of the maxillae will be.
That they might be shortened after the lapse of many generations, by constant extraction of the teeth at an early age, and by " in and in" breeding, I do not doubt; but long before that the race will have become homogeneous, and harmony will prevail between the teeth and the jaws, if no other disturbing cause interfere.
One disturbing element I have already hinted at, namely, the vntellectual growth of man to the exclusion of h\%phy-sical development.
With the increase in the capacity of the brain-case there seems to be a decrease in the size of the maxillae.
